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Knowledge and Brotherhood in a Bond of Union 

ACTIVE MEMBERS 

Seated (L-R):  Adam Munsterteiger, Dylan DePestel, Cole Theede, Bret Otte 

Standing (L-R):  Trevor Otte, Brandon Severns, Kevin Lamont, Jake Dubbles, Matt Frenchick, Tyler Gustafson, Dan Hayes, Thomas Duff 

EDITOR õS CORNER  
 I hope you enjoy reading this years edition of the Gopher Dust.  I could not have 
put this Gopher Dust together without the help of the members in the house that helped 
write all the articles.  I hope this helps keep you up to date on what all is happened in 
DTS for 2016. 
 If you know of an alumni who has not received a Gopher Dust please let us 
know by e-mailing  Noah Carroll (carro481@umn.edu).  Enjoy this edition and feel free 
to send thoughts and comments to Derrick Damm (derrick.damm@yahoo.com) 

Upcoming/Recent Events 

¶ Menõs Awards ð April 1st at the Courtyard Marriott in St. Cloud, MN 

¶ White Carnation Ball - April 28th and 29th  

¶ CFANS Graduation - May 12, 2016 

¶ Conclave - Gamma in Madison, WI. 

SPRING  2017 

O FFICERS 

President 
Thomas Duff 

Vice-President 
Kenny Strobel 

Secretary 
Eric Branch 
Treasurer 
Dan Hayes 
Counselor 
Thomas Duff 

House Manager 
Brandon Severns 

Custodian 
Noah Carroll 



 Getting the opportunity to serve as Delta Theta Sigma, Delta Chapter President during 

the fall 2016 semester was very rewarding and educational for me. It has taught me many leader-

ship skills and responsibility. Above all I have learned about teamwork with my other members 

and working as one to accomplish many tasks in the house. Teamwork is, above all, the glue that 

makes our chapter so strong; we have come together as one to make sure we are putting our 

chapter in the best possible position to succeed in the future. This past fall, we have continued to 

be as active as we can on campus with such small numbers. We continue to join different organi-

zations and take on leadership roles to help us and the organization to grow together. It is our goal 

to make sure teachers and staff of the University of Minnesota know that the men of Delta Theta 

Sigma are active leaders across campus.  

 With the small numbers we have in the house, recruitment is vital to the future of Delta 

Theta Sigma. It will take all members and alumni, as one, to make sure the future of the house is 

bright. This spring we will be graduating 3 more men from our chapter, and all can agree they are 

better men having been a part of our organization. Delta Theta Sigma continues to thrive due to 

the men that currently comprise it, and now we look towards the alumni to help spread the word, 

even more than before, that we are not giving up, we are not slowing down. We are a great fra-

ternity looking to build the men of the future in agriculture. Iõd like to again extend a strong 

thank you to Derrick Damm, our advisor for the continual guidance on a regular basis. Even 

though he is getting busier and busier with life, he continues to attend nearly every meeting and 

give back to the fraternity.   

 It has truly been an honor to have served as president for such a great organization. As I 

move on in my life, I know I will always have the brothers of Delta Theta Sigma by my side, when 

needed. Even though we donõt always see eye to eye, I know that we truly are a great family that 

will always look out for and be there for each other in our worst and greatest times, as one.  

Fraternally yours,  

 

Kevin Lamont 

President  

SeniorñAgricultural Education 

PRESIDENTõS R EPORT  

We Have Scholarships 
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This year Delta Chapter is awarding three $1000 scholarships to deserving incoming freshmen and transfer students.  In addition 
to these, we are awarding several Rent Credit Scholarships as well.  Send names of worthy applicants to hayes579@umn.edu or 
direct them to our website at www.deltathetasigma.org.  

Kevin  

Lamont 

Check out the  Delta  

Chapter website at  

www.deltathetasigma.org 

Find the Gopher Dust Online! 



 As in past years, DTS continues to stay in good financial standing. Since we do have 
fewer members than previous years, we have needed to increase our dues for each member. 
We have, however, found areas to save money and keep rent and dues manageable for the 
members in the house, and we remain more cost efficient than the other options on campus. 
We are currently on track to stay within our budget for the fiscal year. Following the example 
of previous treasurers, I have made the push to collect outstanding debt from former mem-
bers. This has proved to be difficult, but successful. Collecting these debts will be important 
to make sure we meet our budget. We have been discussing the possibility of changing the 
Treasurerõs term to be a yearlong position. I was elected to the position of Treasurer for both 
semesters in 2016. This is something that FPA has been suggesting for many years. I seems 
like it has helped keep the responsibilities consistent and will minimize the possibility of for-
getting to pass on specific responsibilities. 
 
Thomas Duff 
 
Treasurer 
 
SeniorñAnimal Science 

 The members of Delta Theta Sigma welcomed a single pledge for the spring of 2016 
and three men in the fall of 2016. This brings the total membership to nine members. The 
springõs new member was Tyler Gustafson who is now a sophomore studying Animal Science 
Pre-Vet. Tyler, once you get to know him, is a jolly fellow always improving things around 
the house, especially the kitchen. He is very studious due to his hope to get into vet school, 
but his jolly personality keeps everyone upbeat around the house. 
 Our three fall pledges were the cream of the crop. Kenny Strobel decided to follow 
his brother Ryanõs footsteps, and join the quality men of DTS. Kenny is a sophomore and 
transfer student from South Dakota State University majoring in Agriculture and Food Busi-
ness Management. Kenny is originally from Pemberton, Minnesota and puts his studies and 
the house first. Kenny is always thinking and bringing ideas for recruitment, which is why Iõm 
excited for Kenny to take ownership of the Vice-President position and bring fresh new ideas. 
 Eric Branch is a sophomore studying Plant Science from Alexandria, Minnesota. Eric 
is involved in many organizations and represents DTS very professionally across campus.  Eric 
has a great attitude about bringing new members to look at DTS, and is quick to a joke which 
is great to have around the house. 
 Noah Carroll is a freshman studying Animal Science Production from Austin, Minne-
sota. Noah is always wanting to laugh and have a good time. Noah brings a young viewpoint 
that will help cultivate new ideas within the house.  
All of our new members bring a fresh perspective and will benefit the house greatly! 
 
Dan Hayes 
 
Vice President 
 
SophomoreñAgriculture Communications and Marketing 

V ICE PRESIDENTõS REPORT 

T REASURERõS REPORT 
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Dan 

Hayes 

Thomas 

Duff 



 The Epsilon chapter, at the University of Wisconsin River Falls in River Falls, Wis-
consin, hosted Conclave 2016. For our short travel across the border, we used Kevin Lamont, 
Tyler Gustafson, Daniel Hayes, and my own personal cars leaving at 4:00 P.M. We had 6 
members attend: Brandon Severns, Tyler Gustafson, Kevin Lamont, Matthew Frenchick, No-
ah Caroll, and Daniel Hayes. We arrived at our hotel and checked in and ride shared to the 
Epison house. There, every chapter ate dinner with one another and we were given tours of 
the house. When dinner finished, we proceeded to the campus where our guest speaker would 
be speaking. Our speaker gave a 3 hour workshop on recruitment which was very helpful for 
providing new ideas for recruiting pledges. We finished the night with a few rounds of bowl-
ing. On Saturday, we began with our breakout sessions and reviewed what we learned from 
the night before. UWRF agriculture teachers gave us a speech on the importance of agricul-
ture. The rest of the day was spent going over various topics such as who would be a good 
replacement for Andrew Watland, budget, and Gamma chapter becoming a co-ed house. The 
Saturday events ended with an amazing banquet. Conclave was an amazing trip that provided a 
great bonding experience with the entire chapter present. 
 
Brandon Severns  
 
JuniorñAnimal Science 

CONCLAVE 2016 

PHILANTHROPY  REPORT 

 The members of Delta Theta Sigma Fraternity are not just about social activities.  We 
have a great group of guys that like to give back to the community in the surrounding area.  
For the past few years we have partnered up with the ladies of Beta of Clovia to package food 
for Feed My Starving Children in the spring.  Once the weather turned nice, we completed 
our road ditch cleanup along our adopted section of Highway 52 near Rosemount.  In the 
spring we also put on a hog roast with all proceeds going to the American Heart Association.  
Dan Hayesõs father was willing to come up and roast the hog in the parking lot overnight.  It 
turned out to be a great event with great food and a lot of people turning out.  This is an event 
we think we will continue in the years to come. 
 Early in the fall we completed our road ditch cleanup again and the weather turned 
out great for us.  In December we rang bells in front of the Rosedale Mall for the Salvation 
Army.  We look forward to what the year to come hold for us. 
 
Thomas Duff 
 
SeniorñAnimal Science 
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Thomas 

Duff 

Brandon 

Severns 
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PLEDGE REPORTñSpring 2016  

 The Delta Theta Sigmaõs pledge class of Spring 2016 included one new 
member. He is Tyler Gustafson from Madelia Minnesota.  Tyler is majoring in Ani-
mal Science Pre-Vet. My pledge project this semester was not difficult compared to 
past pledge projects, but it was still a considerable amount of work for one person 
who also had school to focus on. I was assigned to patch the dozens and dozens of 
holes and nicks on the walls in the stairway going from second to third floor and then 
re paint the stairway. After that I was also assigned to repaint the stairs outside with a 
textured paint on the stairs leading to the parking lot which get covered in ice each 
winter. Painting was not the most difficult task and the hardest part about it was it 
took so much time to finish since it was painted in the spring when the temperatures 
where cold so it wouldnõt dry. 
 Sanding my Paddle, pledge talks, live-ins, and other events helped me learn 
more about the house and get to know the guys much better. At first I was nervous 
about joining because I was the only member joining DTS in the spring of 2016. This 
nervousness slowly went away once I got to know the guys in the house better. Over-
all the pledging process helped form a solid bond between myself and the members of 
DTS. I am very proud to say I am now a member of the great fraternity that we call 
home. 
Spring 2016 Pledge 

(L-R) Tyler Gustafson, Trevor 
Otte 

 Fall 2016 brought three quality pledges to Delta Theta Sigma: Kenny 

Strobel, from Pemberton, MN; Noah Carroll, from Austin, MN; and Eric Branch, 

from Alexandria, MN.  Kenny is a sophomore studying Ag Business, Noah is a fresh-

man studying Animal Science, and Eric Branch is a sophomore studying Plant Sci-

ence. Following the pledging process, all three were honored to become members of 

this great fraternity.  This semesterõs pledge project made use of every pledgeõs time 

and laborñthe end result is a renovated patio on the northeast corner of the house, 

outside the kitchen. They spent a lot of time with a six-foot level and shovels. The 

end result includes more pavers, a new section of fence, and improved drainage. The 

project demonstrated the importance of teamwork, careful measurements, and put-

ting in the effort to get the job done right. 

 òThe pledging process allowed us to show our commitment to the houseñ

as new members, we will play an important role in carrying on the good name of 

DTS. Getting to know the brothers and spend more time at 1458 N. Cleveland Ave-

nue has been a highlight of the semester for all of us.ó -Eric 

òThe whole pledging process helped me realize the importance of the house to the St. 

Paul Campus and how Delta Theta Sigma is more of a family than a fraternity. Every-

one from the house, including my pledge brothers, helped with everything I needed 

to adjust to a big city campus and I am forever grateful for that and canõt wait to help 

find new pledges to share my experience.ó -Kenny 

 òI had a great pledging experience, spending time with all the actives and 

pledge brothers. The rush events were great but the time spent at the house just sit-

ting around was even better. The pledge project tested our ability to work as a team 

but we got the patio done and are now contributing to the family atmosphere of the 

house.ó ðNoah 

Fall 2016 Pledges 

(L-R) Kenny Strobel, Eric Branch, 
Noah Carroll 

PLEDGE REPORTñFALL 2016 



 2016 proved to be another great year for the Men of Delta Theta Sigma.  We gained 
four remarkable young men and four new Little Sisters in 2016.  This year has been full of 
activities that the house participates in, and we even won MN Royal.  As it has been in the 
past, Steak and Bean dinner was at the Machine Shed the last two semesters. Steak and Bean 
dinner has shown that the house is continuing to keep pushing our academics with the average 
GPA of the house at about a 3.0.  
 When the members arenõt working on academics or participating in an activity 
around campus they are in the house chatting with other members or other students that come 
to visit the house. With fewer members, it has been quieter allowing everyone to get a little 
more studying done. After having the largest pledge class this fall that the house has seen in the 
past few semester, we will have a net growth of members when accounting for graduating 
seniors.  
 We also look forward to the fun that the existing members and new members will 
have here and that is why we have been working hard on recruitment and keeping this house 
in great shape. In doing so we hope that new members will have the same experience as we 
have had. 
 
Thomas Duff 
Counselor 
SeniorñAnimal Science 

HOUSE MANAGERõS REPORT 
 Another year has gone by at the University of Minnesota for DTS, and the house re-
mains in one piece!  
 Wrapping up the year, we have passed several inspections that are vital to keeping 
the house in good repair. We have had a few small improvements this past year such as rekey-
ing the locks in the house to insure proper security. We have also replaced a few broken win-
dows in the house to help keep us warm in the Minnesota winters to come.  
 In the spring, we gained one new member (Tyler Gustafson). His pledge project was 
to fix the stairs going from the sidewalk to the parking lot. They were starting to rot out and 
needed some boards replaced. He also put a nice coat of outdoor paint on them to keep them 
protected for many years to come.  
 For our fall semester pledge project, we had our three pledges (Eric Branch, Noah 
Carol, and Kenny Strobel), expand the patio and fix the drain tile under it at the same time. 
This was done by putting a new drain pipe in the patio to allow for drainage from the houseõs 
foundation. Since they had the patio torn up for the tile, we decided to expand it to make it 
easier to get from the sidewalk to the patio without stepping in mud.  
 Overall, we had some very great improvements to the house this year and are look-
ing forward to the years to come. As other houses are tearing down and rebuilding the men of 
Delta Theta Sigma are taking pride in maintaining and repairing the great house we live in.  
 
Kevin Lamont 
House Manager  
SeniorñAgricultural Education 

H OUSE MANAGERõS REPORT 

COUNSELORõS REPORT 
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Duff 



 Deltona Beach party shortly followed the beginning of the spring semester. The 
week began with a game of darts between Delta Theta Sigma, Farmhouse, and Alpha Gamma 
Rho. The night before the festivities, the brothers and sisters bonded by painting the plastic 
covered walls for the debauchery to come.  
 The turnout on Friday and Saturday was unbelievable. Every floor was packed with 
people. Brothers from Theta and Epsilon chapters attended the events. The weekend went off 
without a hitch. Our house was able to bond with members from other chapters, as well as 
the fine students from the St. Paul campus. The clean-up was long, but it was an experience 
that can never be replaced. In conclusion, Deltona Beach Party was a smashing success and we 
are looking forward to an even better turnout next year!  
 
Brandon Severns 
 
JuniorñAnimal Science 
 
 

D ELTONA  BEACH PARTY  REPORT 
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M INNESOTA ROYAL  REPORT 

 The hardworking men and women of Delta Theta Sigma stole the show, winning the 
2016 Minnesota Royal.  This year was the 100th anniversary of the Minnesota Royal, and the 
theme was òIn a Blink of an Eye, 100 Years gone by. Taking the trophy back from those not 
worthy, the men took top places in several of the competitions. Second in stock the trailer and 
showmanship, first in the scavenger hunt and skits, third in many of the other competitions; it 
was an overall good showing.  
 A new addition this year was the alumni showmanship, where two alumni from each 
organization got to show sheep. This coming year will be another great week of fun and we may 
see yet another potential addition with goat showmanship!  We are looking forward to defend-
ing our championship. The Minnesota Royal will be April 22nd this year. 
 
Dan Hayes 
 
SophomoreñAgriculture Communications and Marketing 

Dan 

Hayes 

Brandon 

Severns 



ATHLETICS REPORT 

 We started out the 2016 spring semester playing in five different intermural leagues.  
Open and coed broomball, open basketball, and open and coed softball.  The guys competed 
well in the open broomball league with a record of 4-1 allowing us to make it to playoffs but 
only receiving 4th place in the league due to an early loss.  We were consistent with our plac-
ings for all the spring leagues and receiving 4th place for the other four leagues that we compet-
ed in.  For our coed spring leagues, we team up with the ladies for Beta of Clovia.   
 In the fall semester, we decided to change up or normal routine and play volleyball 
rather than flag football. We competed in coed volleyball with the Little Sisters.  We did fairly 
well throughout the season and placed 4th in the league.   
 Even though we do not always win in our leagues we still enjoy the opportunity to 
compete and bond as brothers. We look forward to all of our 2017 leagues. 
 
Matthew Frenchick 
 
SeniorñAgricultural Education  

SOCIAL  REPORT 
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 2016 was another year of excitement with regards to our social activities. The St. Paul 
Campus looks to DTS for a grand old time! After winning the one-hundredth year of Minnesota 
Royal we celebrated accordingly at the Three Bears Lodge in Warrens, Wisconsin for the 
White Carnation ball. It was a great weekend getaway and the weather cooperated wonderful-
ly. 
 The summer came and many of the guys got together during county fairs and livestock 
shows. We ended the summer with the great Minnesota Get Together where we had alumni 
and actives celebrate the end of summer and the show season. 
 The school year started with the annual Back to the Books reunion, on a blazing hot 
night. The evening succeeded in getting all the guys and gals of St. Paul ready to start the school 
year off right. The occasional Thursday night parties help keep everyone relaxed.  Scarefest and 
the toga party always bring a good crowd of UofM students and non-UofM students over to 
shock the foundations of 1485 N. Cleveland Ave and celebrate good company. 
 The holidays came and of course we had our white elephant exchange with the Little 
Sisters before the holiday where we shared some great bonding before we departed. The best 
gifts were not expected! 
 
Dan Hayes 
 
SophomoreñAgriculture Communications and Marketing 

Matthew 

Frenchick 

Dan 

Hayes 



 It is hard to believe 2016 is over! We had a very ex-
citing year in welcoming four new Little Sister members in the 
fall of 2016. Annie Benzine, Jenni Fidler, Holly Jahn, and Ni-
kole Mader are all sophomores and have shown great interest 
in not only the members of the house, but being spokeswomen 
for the fraternity.  
 This past spring, we were pleased to help bring the 
MN Royal Organization trophy back to the house, enjoy a 
weekend away at Three Bears Lodge for White Carnation Ball, 
and assisted in various philanthropy opportunities with the 
men. This past fall the little sisters wrote Veterans Day cards 
and delivered them to the local legion. We tried something 
new for our fall date night and went roller skating at Skateville 
in Burnsville. It was a fun evening to say the least. Some of our 
men and women were even falling head over heels for their 
dates (literally)!  
 Our outgoing seniors this year are Julia Holen from Fergus Falls, Nicole 
Krumrie from New Hope, Kristin Rettkowski from Pequot Lakes, Miranda Schwartz 
from Le Sueur, Jami Kusilek from Cannon Falls and Allison VanDerWal from Sanborn. 
As always, we are very sad to see our seniors leave, but wish them the best as they begin 
their next chapter in life! The Little Sisters are looking forward too many new opportu-
nities the 2017 year has in store! 
 
Allison VanDerWal 
Little Sister President 
Seniorñ Animal Science 

LITTLE SISTER REPORT 
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Seated: Alee Larson, Holly Jahn, 
Emily Reinarts, Nikole Mader 
Standing:  Allison VanDerWal, 
Kristin Rettkowski, Randi Schwartz, 
Jenni Fidler, Nicole Krumrie 

 

FROM  THE ADVISOR 

 At this point, I am at a loss to write something that I havenõt said before.  I have been doing this for such a long time 

now, that it feels as if Iõve got dozens of DTS sons and daughters that Iõm equally proud of and astonished by.  Our members do 

great things; not only in the workplace, but also in life.   

 As Iõve followed the lives of these young men and women, Iõve seen people achieve their dreams.  That isnõt to say that 

there havenõt been bumps in the road, and sometimes those dreams have changed for some people, but thatõs life.  The greater 

point is that they keep working and they are making an impact while they do it.  It isnõt part of the DTS mentality to quit or to 

settle, and thatõs a rare and spectacular thing. 

 Suffice it to say that Iõm proud.  Iõm proud of where these young adults have come from, and Iõm proud of where 

theyõre going.  I only hope that I can be of as much help as I can without ever hindering them in their endeavors.  It is my hope 

that you can all get to meet the current actives on April 1st, in St. Cloud, for our annual Alumni Awards Banquet.  If you meet 

them, Iõm sure that you will agree that they deserve our support and guidance. 

 I donõt know how much longer Iõll be serving as the advisor, but in all of these years (in both good and bad times) I have 

never regretted it.  I want to thank all the current and past members that Iõve had the privilege to work with. 

Sincerely, 

Derrick D Damm 
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Cleaning ditches on HWY 52 between 
the HWY 42 and 46 interchanges. 

Doing a philanthropy event with Clovia 
at Feed My Starving Children. 

Minnesota Royal is a great opportunity 
for the members of DTS to show of their 
skills. Kevin Lamont was selected as the 
overall Reserve Grand Champion pro 
showman. 


